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Why is it that moun-
tains of food are produced 
today but millions of peo-
ple are starving?  Why is it 
that American children get 
five plus servings of pesti-
cide residues in their food 
daily? Or that irrigation 
water is recycled without 
treatment and mixed with 
other farm waters pro-
ducing bacteria-contam-
inated food? In addition, 
more and more food is 
genetically modified, yet 
the affect on the human 
body is as yet untested.

Science has advanced 
to the point where enough 
food could be produced 
to feed the world, but 
instead millions starve. 
And the dwindling num-
bers of consumers who 
can still afford to buy 
the food risk illness, dis-
ease and even death. What is the 
cause of this inexcusable situation?

Some say science and technology are 
the perpetrators, that we should go back 
to an earlier era. But it’s science that al-
lows us to produce enough to feed ev-
eryone. The problem is not science, but 
how science is used. How science is used 
has to do with the fact that, under capi-
talism, food is a commodity, produced 
and sold for a profit, not for human need. 
The food corporations care little about 
whether everyone eats, or the dam-
age their product may do to the human 
body. They care only about their profits.

What happened after WWII illus-
trates the contradiction between using 
science to produce for profit versus hu-
man need. After the war, the agricultural 
industry started using DDT, an insect 
killer, and many other dangerous chemi-
cals, on food crops. Bugs were eating up 
U.S. production, so in this sense the use 
of chemicals was a giant step forward. 
Europe was starving and needed U.S. 

food. Soon, food production was boom-
ing. But the powers that be insured that 
there would be little public debate about 
the negative impact of these chemicals. 
Then, in the 1980s, another unprec-
edented step was taken. The U.S. Su-
preme Court for the first time allowed 
patents on seeds, laying the groundwork 
for a handful of monopolies to take con-
trol of the world’s food supply. Today, 
the U.S. agrochemical giant Monsanto 
produces a seed that self-destructs an-
nually, making it necessary for farmers 
to purchase new seed each year. The 
result? The company increased their 
projected 2012 gross profit by $250 mil-
lion, from $9.5 billion to $9.75 billion. 
And, more importantly, whoever con-
trols the seeds controls the world’s food. 

The question we face is how to use 
science to improve food safety, reduce 
the need for pesticides and fertilizers, 
increase nutritional content and enhance 
per-acre production in a new system pro-
ducing for consumption, not profit. Ge-

netically modified food, for 
example, is not the prob-
lem. It is how and why the 
technology is being used. 
This could be a great way 
to improve the food supply 
if used in the right manner. 
Instead, the technology is 
being rushed to market to 
increase profits without 
proper testing or, indeed, 
discussion on how to use 
it for everyone’s benefit. 
In producing for profit, 
science and technology 
are only used to increase 
profitability, even at the 
expense of the health and 
welfare of the entire world.

Clearly, we the people 
of the world are in a life or 
death fight. We are posed 
against a giant global food 
industry that, if allowed 
to continue on its course, 
could destroy humanity. A 

new global economy and a cooperative 
global society are needed where food 
and other necessities are distributed to 
all by need rather than by money. How 
do we get to such a new world? First, in 
the U.S., we have to recognize that the 
fight to transform private corporations 
into public property is a political fight. 
Second, we must see that the Democratic 
and Republican Parties are the twin cor-
porate parties. Both have, for example, 
set conditions for the $3 trillion chemi-
cal industry to thrive. Third, workers 
must fight for their own independent 
political party that will wage the fight to 
create safe food and for food to be a hu-
man right. Fourth, we must connect with 
the billions of hungry people and farm-
ers worldwide who are already waging 
war against these giant corporations.

The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to-
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it.

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all.

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.”
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Why Revolutionaries Need A Press   
                From the Editors

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press.

GrowinG Food For Consumption 
Versus produCinG Food For proFit

EDITORIAL
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About a year ago, the economy fell 
off a cliff. The government—now little 
more than an extension of the giant fi-
nancial and other corporations—pumped 
trillions of dollars into the economy and 
managed to slow the fall momentarily, 
while guaranteeing that private prop-
erty was protected and strengthened. 
But now the economy is about to fall off 
another cliff. If the American people do 
not stand up and impose their will on the 
corporations, things will only get worse.

According to the Economic Policy 
Institute, the United States faces the 
worst unemployment crisis of the last 
70 years, with 15 million people offi-
cially unemployed, one-third of whom 
have been jobless for over six months. 
Another 9 million Americans are work-
ing part time because they can’t find 
the full-time jobs they want and need. 
The jobs shortage is so severe that 
there are now six unemployed for ev-
ery job vacancy—double the ratio in 
the prior recession of the early 2000s.

All the indicators point to a crisis 
that is about to become dramatically 
worse. Banks continue to fail, the value 
of housing continues to fall, and now 
the value of commercial real estate is 
headed toward collapse. Credit to con-
sumers and small business is drying up. 
Wages for those still employed are fall-

ing just as it appears that we’re headed 
for rising inflation and skyrocketing 
prices. State budget gaps are expected 
to exceed $160 billion in the year ahead. 
By one estimate, state adjustments to 
their budgets will slow national gross 
domestic product growth by enough 
over the next 12 months to cost the na-
tion roughly 700,000 jobs. The cuts will 
also weaken or eliminate needed pub-
lic services. The list goes on and on.

What must be done? First, the people 
must demand that the federal govern-
ment directly intervene to guarantee that 
no one is homeless or hungry. After all, 
the government had no problem inter-
vening to save the corporations. But this 
is only a short-term measure. In the long 
run it won’t solve the underlying prob-
lem. What is confronting us is a capital-

ist system that is dying. The electronic 
age means replacing labor with comput-
ers and robots. Because the only source 
of new economic value is the labor 
power of the workers, eliminating labor 
means eliminating value. The net effect 
of all this is that the system of buying 
and selling on which capitalism rests is 
being steadily destroyed. The capitalists 
won’t pay for labor they don’t need, and 
the workers without paychecks can’t buy 
the goods and services the capitalists are 
trying to sell. Labor being permanent-
ly replaced with electronics means the 
destruction of value, the destruction of 
the market, and finally the destruction 
of capitalism’s economic foundation.

This is not only an economic, but 
a moral and political crisis. What kind 
of society are we going to have? In 

the end, we either have to replace this 
capitalist society based on private prop-
erty with a cooperative society based on 
public property—where what we pro-
duce is distributed according to need, 
not money—or we starve. But capi-
talism won’t fall over by itself. Who 
decides who is going to get what, and 
when, is a political question. We, the 
people, need the political power to im-
pose our will on the giant corporations 
and restructure this society to serve our 
needs. To win this power, we first need 
to educate and organize ourselves so 
that we are politically independent of 
the corporations. Either we take over 
the corporations, or they will impose 
their dictatorship on society and struc-
ture it to serve their needs. It’s up to us. 

41st 
Year

The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be-
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month.  The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of-
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic-
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do-
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org.
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By Lenette Evans    

Here in Berrien County, Michigan 
we have a poverty level of 14.4 percent, 
above the national rate of 13.2 percent. 
The rate is even higher among children: 
22.4 percent of children under the age 
of 5 are living under the poverty rate, or 
19.4 percent for all children in Michi-
gan.

Many blame the government for the 
reason our economy is in the mess that 
it’s in as well as Whirlpool, which is a 
multi-billion dollar corporation who 
gives absolutely Nothing to the locals in 
its own community,  and their headquar-
ters are right here in Benton Harbor! 
They have stolen land, they have torn 
down properties to build homes, condos, 
and a golf course for the rich Whirlpool 
and Chicago people.

There are thousands of people out of 
jobs, companies have gone out of busi-

ness, people’s homes are being fore-
closed on and, with no place to go, they 
are forced to move out of Michigan and 
to leave their families, loved ones and 
pets behind.

At the “Soup Kitchen” in Benton 
Harbor, the number of homeless people, 
the poor and just many families includ-
ing children in need have doubled be-
cause people cannot afford food, and 
many go hungry. The Soup Kitchen is 
a non-profit organization and is open 
once a day from 11a.m.-1p.m. but the 
one meal a day is not enough for most 
people. People in the community give 
money or bring by food. This is how the 
Soup Kitchen survives.  More people 
that are able to give need to give to our 
local Soup Kitchen. How nice it would 
be if the Soup Kitchen could be open 
twice a day — once for lunch and once 
for dinner. This alone would help so 
many in Benton Harbor.

There is something everyone can do 
to contribute — donating money, vol-
unteering time, serving meals, making 
fresh baked bread, pies or other dishes 
that will help feed so many in need of a 
meal. Imagine if this was you in need of 
a meal at the soup kitchen.

Many people who are in need have 
turned to churches for donations of food 
and clothing. The Alliance Center is a 
donation center at Napier/Broadway in 
Benton Harbor. There have been other 
churches that have opened up their 
doors that have food pantries to help the 
needy as well.

In times like these it’s God’s way of 
telling people to get on the streets and to 
help his chosen people. Imagine if you 
were homeless or poor — how would 
you feel? Imagine if this were your son 
or daughter standing in line at a soup 
kitchen — would you help then?

God is trying to transform our hearts 

to his heart and to take the selfishness, 
bitterness and greed from those like 
Whirlpool and other giant corporations 
who think more of themselves than they 
do others.

Our citizens in our community 
young and old need to get involved and 
make a difference.  Imagine if everyone 
demanded that Whirlpool give up some 
of their profit as well as those who can 
afford to give, give what they can. There 
are many in this community who can af-
ford to give up something to help the 
poor and those in need!

Lenette Evans,
Saving Souls 
Ministries
269-876-1848
Savingsouls1
@yahoo.com

By Dave Smokler    

We all know the expression about 
the elephant in the middle of the liv-
ing room. The saying refers to a huge 
problem that has an important impact 
on our lives and that no one wants 
to talk about. That elephant is mess-
ing up the place but everyone makes 
believe it’s not there and carefully ne-
gotiates around it. The saying implies 
that the problem should be resolved 
but no one’s willing to deal with it. 

We always seem to be on the defen-
sive, just trying to keep hold of what we 
have.  In each one of these battles for sur-
vival it’s the same folks that are trying to 
rip us off, take away our rights, destroy 
the environment or start a war against 
a distant people who we know nothing 
about. These folks are the ones with more 
money than they know what to do with. 
They own and control the corporations 
and banks and who knows what else. 

They are called capitalists because 
they’ve got all the capital. Their system 
is called capitalism. We work for them, 
make barely enough to survive and com-
pete with each other for crumbs from 
their table. Society tells us that this is a 
“normal” situation and that anyone who 
questions it is either “out of the main-
stream” or crazy. There is absolutely no 
public dialogue about kicking that el-
ephant out of our living room and what 
would be possible if we actually had con-
trol of our own home and our own lives.

Harriet Tubman is often quoted as 
saying: “I freed a thousand slaves.  I 
could have freed a thousand more if 

only they knew they were slaves.” In-
deed, psychiatrists once diagnosed 
slaves who ran away as having a 
mental disorder called drapnomania. 

Today, there’s nowhere to run and 
nowhere to hide. We can’t really flee 
the capitalists. They own virtually ev-
erything, control our institutions and 
are constantly seeking more and more 

ownership and con-
trol. In fact, like the 
chattel slaves of yes-
teryear people don’t 
even believe that they 
are part of the working 
class.  Somehow they 
think that if they work 
hard enough the master 
will provide what they 
need or maybe they 
could be a master too. 

But what if we were 
to reverse the tables? 
What if we were to take 
public ownership of the 
assets of society? What 
if we were in control? 
What if we pushed that 
damn elephant out of 
our house and cleaned 
up the place? What if 
we then walked out-
side stood on our front 
porches and embraced 
our neighbors who 
had just done the same 
thing? How would 
we recreate the world 
in our own image?

One of the things 
we could do would be to re-

write our constitution to guarantee that 
our government would plan the devel-
opment of our nation where all of our 

material and social needs were satisfied, 
so all of us could thrive as human be-
ings. God knows, with the technology 
we now have there doesn’t seem like 
there’s any reason we couldn’t do that. 
We could guarantee basic human rights 
that we don’t enjoy. Just to name a few:

•  The  right to work.
•  The right to relaxation.
•  The right to a free education 
    from preschool through 
    university.
•  The right to free medical care.
•  The right to a comfortable place 
    to live.
•  The right to be free from 
    discrimi nation because of race, 
    skin color, sex, sexual 
    orientation, national origin, 
    religious beliefs and any other 
    form of discrimination.
•  The right to a clean and safe 
    environment.

One thing is clear until we clean 
house, that elephant is going to con-
tinue to create chaos and make our 
lives miserable! Let’s begin to envi-
sion what life could be like without 
him. Let’s organize to get him out 
and create a world that we can live in.

POVERTY ON THE RISE IN BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN
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WHOSE LIVING ROOM IS IT, ANY WAY?

Send your articles on Vision and the Fight for a New Society 
to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, Il 60654

VISION and the Fight for a New Society

Rally in MIchigan at UAW Bus Tour supporting labor.
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By General Dogon
Los Angeles 
Community Action Network 

“We’re still here” was the communi-
ty’s message as members of the Los An-
geles Community Action Network (LA 
CAN), supporters and allies came out to 
protest the 3rd anniversary of the Safer 
Cities Initiative (SCI). Over two days 
in late September, hundreds of people 
came together at LAPD’s Central Divi-
sion and in City Hall chambers to raise 
their voices against oppressive policing 

in downtown LA’s Skid Row community.  
In September 2006 Mayor Villaraigo-

sa, City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, and 
LAPD Chief William Bratton launched 
the SCI program that brought approxi-
mately 110 additional officers to skid 
row to police a 50-block area. Although 
promises were made of additional com-
munity services, and that enforcement 
would focus on serious and violent 
criminals, that never was the case. Skid 
Row is home to about 15,000 residents; 
75% are African American, 95% are 
extremely low-income, and about one-
third are currently homeless. Poor and 
black residents have been the targets 
of this unprecedented level of policing.  

The first day of SCI, residents 
watched the horrifying sight of 50 
rookie officers walking single file up 
the street with white rubber gloves and 
white rubber handcuffs on their waists 
– the first visual of the occupation of 
our community. Since then, there have 
been 27,000 arrests made in Skid Row, 
very few for violent crimes. There have 
also been about 1,000 citations issued 
each month, primarily for pedestrian 
violations, which is 48 to 69 times 
the rate of citations issued citywide.  

By conservative estimates, SCI ar-
rests have cost the City and County more 
than $118 million. SCI also earned Los 
Angeles the title of the  “Meanest City” 
in the United States to homeless people 
– up from 18th prior to SCI. All of this 
injustice just so the “new downtowners” 
can walk their $5,000 French poodles 

down Main Street without experiencing 
their racist fears of seeing poor black and 
brown faces in “their” neighborhood.

On September 28, community resi-
dents fed up came together to fight back 
against three years of racist oppression 
and the intentional criminalization of a 
whole community. Community residents, 
both housed and homeless, convened at 
LAPD’s Central Division station to oc-
cupy LAPD’s space, as they have been 
occupying the community. The night was 
filled with guerilla theatre, spoken work, 
rally cries, know your rights teach-ins, 

and a camp out. Hundreds of 
people got up close and per-
sonal with the police to show 
other residents we ain’t scared, 
that this is our community, and 
that we demand an end to SCI 
policing. LAPD officers tried 
to enforce the City’s noise 
ordinance, but that didn’t 
stop us from singing “Hell 
no, we won’t go” all night 
long to funky beats played 
by the Skid Row drummers.  

The next morning we de-
scended on City Hall. We 
started outside, handing out 
SCI “quality of life” cita-
tions to City Hall workers 
and visitors. Then, about 150 

people gathered in Council Chambers 
to demand action from elected officials 
struggling to address a budget crisis and 
proposed cuts to LAPD. Councilmem-
ber Jan Perry, Skid Row’s representa-
tive and acting President, skipped public 
comment to avoid hearing from us. After 
about 90 minutes of other agenda items, 
we decided we would not be silenced 
all day and LA CAN members and 
supporters disrupted the council meet-
ing shouting “public comment now.” 

In response, Council President Eric 
Garcetti announced that public comment 
would be called next and more than 40 
residents and supporters took the podium 
and held council members accountable 
for their failure to protect human and 
civil rights in Skid Row. They were also 
called out for continuing to waste mil-
lions of dollars in the midst of a severe 
budget crisis. After hearing and feeling 
our pain, at least one Councilmember 
said the people should be listened to, and 
proposed that SCI must be reviewed.

If we got to go to the moon to get jus-
tice, than we are strapping on our boots, 
putting on our helmets, and blasting 
off. Now that you know what’s going 
on, you’re duty bound to get involved.

“All Power to the People”

Los Angeles 
Community Action Network
530 S. Main St.
LA, CA 90013 
(213) 228-0024  
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By Richard Babcock   

To a lot of people the budget cuts 
affect their bank accounts, but to peo-
ple living on disability, supplemental 
security income (SSI), it is about our 
daily needs to survive.

I am bipolar, was also originally 
diagnosed with paranoid schizophre-
nia, and have been on disability for 
the past 25 years. I feel very fortunate 
to be on disability. It is much better 
than living on the street or in a men-
tal hospital. I spent five years of my 
young adulthood going in and out of 
the mental hospital and trying to live 
on my own, paying my bills as a cook 
and going to college, along with liv-
ing 2 1/2 years in the mental hospi-
tal. When I finally received disability 
it made a big difference in my life. 

No longer did the pressure of work 
or school affect my income directly. 
After about six months of being on 
disability I returned to school and fin-
ished a degree in Art Photography.

Having photography and other 
pursuits in art to work on has been 
very therapeutic for me. I have only 
had brief stays in the mental hospital 
since completing my degree. Due to 
new medications I’m doing the best 
I’ve done mentally since before my 
illness began. Since 2003 I have not 
had any visits to the mental hospital. 
I am also volunteering at a commu-
nity center teaching photography.

My disability check this year has 
gone from $930 to $870 a month, and 
life on the edge has gotten even more 
precarious. Having $60 less a month 

may not seem like a huge cut, but 
considering rent and the cost of liv-
ing increases, it makes a huge differ-
ence for me. I already had a budget 
friendly diet, but now I am limited to 
basically only eating staple foods – 
oatmeal, potatoes, rice, and the like. I 
am not a vegetarian, but cannot afford 
meat. This year they also cut all opti-
cal and dental benefits. I had to find a 
way to pay for my last set of glasses, 
and had to run up my credit cards and 
debt to do so. I have a chipped tooth, 
and don’t know how I am going to be 
able to get it fixed.

And for those who may think life 
on disability is easy, let me make it 
clear – people on disability are not 
having a great time not working. 
Dealing with delusions and hearing 
voices is a mental hell when you’re 
having symptoms, and something 
that dictates every action and deci-
sion when symptoms are not appar-
ent. Money does not relieve these 
problems directly, but helps make a 
difficult life bearable, and allows us 
to be contributing community mem-
bers. A couple of my friends also on 
disability have also had to make very 
difficult personal decisions due to 
the cuts – giving up their pets. Pets 
are very therapeutic for the disabled 
and I’m sure a comfort for what can 
sometimes be a very solitary life.

What California decision-makers 
have to be aware of when they cut the 
income of the disabled is that we have 
fewer resources or options to supple-
ment our income than the average 
working person, who might look for 
another job, or get food stamps (one 
cannot get food stamps if on SSI).

The disabled have something to 
offer, however small – art, company 
for a family member, or simply al-
lowing others to understand their 
own lives better, and making them 
grateful for what they do have. In the 
future, California’s budget balancing 
should be more proportionate to the 
ability of one’s personal capacity to 
bear, rather then how loud their polit-
ical voice. As of now, for those who 
can’t speak, literally, they are carry-
ing the heaviest load.

Richard Babcock is a writer and 
photographer for Silicon Valley De-
Bug in San Jose, CA.

Cuts Hurt Some More Then Others:
How California State Budget 
Decisions Affect those on Disability

Protesting gentrification of skid row in Los 
Angeles.

PHOTO /CYNTHIA CUZA

Michelle Rousey, disability advo-
cate and IHSS recipient.
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Gentrification my ass … 
‘We’re still here and we ain’t leaving’



The Poor People’s Economic 
Human Rights Campaign  

“Martin Luther King dreamed not 
only of racial justice, but of organiz-
ing across racial lines to secure eco-
nomic justice for all. In 1998 the Poor 
People’s Economic Human Rights 
Campaign (PPEHRC) picked up the 
mantle of MLK and vowed to work un-
til the dream was fulfilled. If you think 
we’re there, you can ignore this. But if 
you’re hurting, or your mother or your 
brother or your neighbor or friend is 
hurting, put on your walking shoes,” 
said Cheri Honkala, National Orga-
nizer of the Poor People’s Economic 
Human Rights Campaign (PPEHRC).

At its national conference in July, 
nearly 400 representatives of PPEH-
RC member organizations voted to 
organize the next phase of the cam-
paign—a march from the Katrina-
torn Gulf through the Mississippi 
Delta and on through the Rust Belt.

The march will culminate in Detroit 
at the 2010 US Social Forum, which 
expects upwards of 20,000 participants 
from around the country and the globe. 
As was the case in the 1968 Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign, other marchers will 
follow Freedom Roads from other parts 
of the country to join the main branch, 

which will visibly unite south and north 
in their common cause. Detailed plan-
ning for the march is going on during 
November, and the route and start date 
will be announced shortly. To participate, 
host a stop along the march route or lend 
other assistance, contact Mary Brick-
er-Jenkins at mbricker@temple.edu. 

In 2003, PPEHRC recreated the 
1968 Poor People’s March, caravan-
ning from Marks, Mississippi to Wash-
ington, DC. Commemorating the 35th 
anniversary of the campaign planned 
by King before his assassination, or-
ganizers of that march pointed to the 
shameful lack of achievement of the 
original economic justice goals of jobs, 
housing, and health care. Since then 
things have gotten worse—much worse.

“In 1968 the middle class liberals 
who had supported civil rights largely 
abandoned the struggle for economic 
rights,” said a PPEHRC organizer, “but 
today people from many walks of life 
increasingly understand out of their own 
experience that poverty is not the result 
of moral failure and laziness. They have 
worked hard, educated themselves and 
their children, served their communities 
and their country, and yet they are losing 
their homes and their health care. Robots 
are doing their jobs, and if they can find a 
job they work harder and longer for less.”

Another PPEHRC leader elaborated 
on today’s growing understanding of 
poverty. “People who have followed all 
the rules of ‘middle class America’ are 
having to choose among their basic hu-
man rights: Shelter or medicine? Food or 
clothing? Education or basic necessities? 
Water or pre-natal care? That’s the na-
ture of poverty. It’s structural. Millions 
who thought of themselves as middle 
class are awakening to that fact—that 
securing economic human rights for 
all is not a safety net for the fallen, but 
a foundation on which the people of 
this country can rebuild this country. 
We are calling them to this march and 
to the US Social Forum to create a peo-
ple’s solution to the economic crisis.” 

The plan to undertake the march 
was announced by Marian Kramer, 
Co-Chair of the National Welfare 
Rights Union, at the July PPEHRC 
event, “Building the Unsettling Force:  
A National Conference to End Pov-
erty,” held in Louisville, KY. It was 
endorsed enthusiastically by the par-
ticipants, most of whom represented 
over 60 of the 131 member organiza-
tions of the Poor People’s Economic 
Human Rights Campaign (PPEH-
RC). The theme of the conference 
was based on Martin Luther King’s 
call to organize the “dispossessed 

of the nation” into an unsettling force 
to demand economic human rights. 
The conference was co-sponsored by 
the Social Welfare Action Alliance, 
and hosted by Women in Transition, 
both PPEHRC member organizations.

By Sandy Reid
People’s Tribune   

“This is not just about my family. 
This is happening all over and it’s got 
to stop. There are about 6,800 foreclo-
sures a day in the country. It’s reaching 
a crisis. This is about renters too. People 
don’t know they’re renting foreclosed 
homes. Then the sheriffs bust in, tell-
ing families they have to be out in 20 
or 30 minutes. We are mobilizing. It’s 
time to stand up or shut up and get out 
of the way,” said Rosemary Williams, 
a Minneapolis housing rights activist. 

Rosemary Williams and four other 
Minnesota women — known as the 
‘Minnesota Five’— are a banner for the 
growing movement for a moratorium 
on housing foreclosures and to stop all 
evictions. Minnesota was the first state 
in the 1930s to initiate a moratorium on 
foreclosures because farmers were los-
ing their property. But today, Rosemary 
says, “The Democrats and Republicans 
are both in the hip pockets of big busi-
ness.  Our own mayor, R. T. Rybak, 
said he is not supporting moratoriums. 
So we are fighting them tooth and nail.  

On August 7, 2009 Rosemary, a resi-
dent on her Minneapolis block for 55 
years, was foreclosed on. She was evict-

ed from the property twice. She moved 
back in 10 minutes later the first time. 
The next time the family occupied it for 
35 days. On September 11, while Rose-
mary was having a birthday party for 
her two year-old grandson, her house 

was boarded up with military-
style prison bars, making it 
impossible to re-enter. That it 
was on this date was political. 
She had been speaking out 
against the Mayor. But she 
and supporters have vowed to 
fight on. The five women, all 
in various stages of foreclo-
sure, are raising funds to buy 
back their mortgages. “It’s 
a crime that so many homes 
are vacant and people are out 
in the cold,” says Rosemary.

“People are going to fam-
ily members, friends, shelters, 
which are now full, leav-
ing the state, living under 
the bridges — and winter is 
coming. So many kids are 
out on the street. Male chil-
dren cannot go into shelters 
with their mothers if they 
are past the age of 8 or 9, so 
the older kids fend for them-
selves. This is the first time 

the African American community has 
experienced this and it’s probably go-
ing on in other cites too.” Rosemary en-
courages everyone who has been fore-
closed on to stay at their property and 
fight. “Don’t move out. Get other folks 

to organize.  Talk to people on your 
block. Organize your blocks,” she says.

Rosemary discussed some of the 
roadblocks in renegotiating the mort-
gages.  “At first I thought GMAC was 
the owner of my house but I found out 
that Lehman Brothers actually owned 
the property, something that has to be 
illegal since they are in bankruptcy 
and their assets are frozen making it 
impossible to negotiate. Then they say 
four banks are involved. We tried to 
communicate with each bank, but then 
they say ‘we don’t know who owns the 
property.’ As we fight this, we are see-
ing banks creating new rules and judg-
es are going along with it. The judges 
are owned by all of these people.”

Rosemary speaks on her vision 
of a different America.  “I just came 
back from speaking in Sweden – they 
have free medical care, free educa-
tion, rent control,” she says. “What we 
face here is a crime, but it’s not just a 
housing crisis – we need jobs, educa-
tion, it’s all part of the same pie. It’s 
not a color thing, it’s rich or poor.” 

Rosemary Williams is available to 
speak through Speakers for a New Amer-
ica. Call 800-691-6888 for more infor-
mation. Call Rosemary at 612-296-3481 
to donate funds to the Minnesota Five. 
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Marching to FulFill the DreaM:  
caMpaign Will Mobilize thousanDs to claiM econoMic rights

ForeCLosures ‘HAVe to stop’ sAYs HousinG ACtiVist

Marian Kramer of Michigan Welfare 
Rights Union, Dottie Stevens of 
Survival News!, and Cheri Honkala 
of the Poor People’s Economic Hu-
man Rights Campaign  (PPEHRC) 
at the joint conference of PPEHRC 
and the Social Welfare Action Alli-
ance. The 300 plus members in at-
tendance enthusiastically endorsed 
a proposal for a march to the U.S. 
Social Forum.

PHOTO /HARvEY fINkLE

Rosemary Williams fighting foreclosures.

PHOTO /TIMOTHéE REDkITTEN.ORG



     www.peoplestribune.org   NOV-DEC 2009  PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 7

By Fred Vitale   

Editor’s note: The following is 
an interview with four of the an-
choring organizations of the up-
coming 2010 US Social Forum.

Q. Why did your organization become 
one of the anchoring organizations for 
the US Social Forum in Detroit June 
22-26, 2010?

A: Maureen Taylor, Michigan Welfare 
Rights Organization – Because our 
history is that we are a union for low-
income workers and welfare recipients. 
We were delighted and humbled to be 
asked to participate in this process and 
in that way further guarantee that the 
voice of poor people would be heard in 
this magnificent process of organizing 
across the country.

A: Ahmina Maxey – East Michigan En-
vironmental Action Council does envi-
ronmental justice and youth work in De-
troit. So we see the connection between
environmental health and environmen-
tal hazards and we’re getting connected
to try and bring that to the Social Forum 

through the work we do. We also want 
to be involved in this great movement 
happening in the city of Detroit.

A: Julio Cesar Guerrero – Centro Obre-
ro was born out of the necessity to ad-
vocate for a group of workers badly 
misrepresented in the political process. 
We need a mechanism in which workers 
of all nationalities and all cultures can 
voice their concerns. Whether people 

are documented 
or undocument-
ed is irrelevant. 
We contribute to 
the economy and 
culture of this 
great city and 
the country. The 
Social Forum is 
a great opportu-
nity to bring that 
voice to a higher 
level.

A: Reggie McGhee – Because Jobs 
With Justice (JWJ) is a labor organiza-
tion. The Social Forum coming to De-
troit, where labor is at the heart of our 
history, begs the question of the role 
of labor in the broad social movement. 
Labor brings a history of mass struggle. 
When you talk about the history of De-
troit, of how Detroit has developed, as 
a city, you can’t speak without talking 
about labor and its role.

Q. What does your organization ex-
pect to get out of participating in the
Social Forum in Detroit?

A: Reggie McGhee – Detroit JWJ 
is part of the national JWJ which is a 
member of the National Planning Com-
mittee of the US Social Forum. We hope 
to develop a stronger ties to grassroots 
organizations, building better relation-
ships within labor and with workers in 
Mexico and Canada, and in other coun-

tries that the US has trade relations with 
in the Global South.

A: Julio Cesar Guerrero – Centro Obre-
ro is connected to an infrastructure of 
advocacy groups and organizations 
across the country and beyond. So what 
we hope to do is work further with them 
politically and organizationally. We 
think that the forum is an excellent place 
to do that, a mechanism for us, and for 
anyone, to come together and launch 
their voice and concerns to the rest of 
the world.

A: Ahmina Maxey – My organization 
wants to get deep-seated roots in the 
city, and develop ties with other orga-
nizations in the environmental justice 
movement that are splintered or aren’t 
connected. The Social Forum is a way 
for groups to get connected to do the 
same work. We also hope to get a lot of 
actions during the time of the Social Fo-
rum, a lot of actions and events around 
the incinerator, for example, and differ-
ent events in the city that will highlight 
issues of environmental justice.

A: Maureen Taylor – Our expectation 
is that we will have a deeper politi-
cal understanding, not only among the 
members of the organization, but among 
those participating in the Social Forum 
about the relationship of poverty, labor 
and the collapse of this economic sys-
tem. The Social Forum is an opportunity 
to bridge that information and make it 
clear what the relationship is. That will 
help our people, and that means the 
American worker, go a long way toward 
rebuilding a new world.

Some Anchor Organizations of 
The 2010 US Social Forum Speak

US Social Forum organizers from around the country meet in Atlanta in Oc-
tober at a National Planning Committee meeting at Project South. 

PHOTO/AHMINA MAXEY

The People’s Tribune brings clarity to the growing 
movement. It unites revolutionaries around a  
vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve 
it. It has no paid staff and gets no corporate 
grants. The paper is financed solely by subscrip-
tions, bundle orders from readers and donations. 
We need your support to continue telling the truth 
to the American people. We welcome donations 
of all amounts, but if you can spare at least $20, 
here’s what we can do with 20 bucks:

•  Ship a box of 75 papers across the country

•  Pay postage for 20 subscriptions for prisoners

•  Pay for six months of hosting our web site

One-time donations are welcome. If you can 
spare $20 a month, you’ll be a hero. Please make 
donations payable to People’s Tribune and send 
to P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 

You can also donate via Paypal 
at www.peoplestribune.org.

sister/Brother, 
can you spare $20? 
Here’s what 
the people’s tribune 
can do with it –

SPEAKERS FOR A NEW AMERICA

Speakers on: The Struggle for Water; the Crisis in Auto; 
Healthcare; Homelessness; Education; Hip Hop and 
more.  Speakers address government responsibility to 
the people, not to the corporations.

Plan now for African American History Month, Women’s 
History Month and Latino Heritage Month speakers. 

speakersforanewamerica.com
Call 800-691-6888 or email

info@speakersforanewamerica.com
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By Jim Bish     

The Working Class and the Capital-
ist Class are on a monumental collision 
course on educating our children. Why 
is that? We have two completely con-
tradictory views about the purpose of 
education.

As Working Class parents, we want 
our children to be able to maximize 
their potential as human beings – to be 
productive, thoughtful and happy in 
this pursuit and above all, have a better 
life than we have had. We expect pub-
lic education to so prepare our children. 
The Capitalists want the same for their 
children (they have the resources to see 
that it happens), but that is where the 
similarity ends.

The Capitalist Class, through the pri-
vate and public institutions it controls, 
operates on 50 to 100 year plans. The 
goal is simple – protect their private 
property, while at the same time maxi-
mizing their profits. This can only be 
done by squeezing the Working Class. 
Nowhere is this more clear than in the 
fight over public education.

The Capitalists view the role of edu-
cation for Working Class children as to 
prepare them for the jobs that the capi-
talists provide. To understand what is 
really happening, we must not just listen 
to what they are saying through the me-
dia they control, but watch very closely 
what they are actually doing.

Fewer jobs means the need for fewer 
workers (recent employment figures: 
10,000,000 unemployed and 1,000,000 

jobs posted). Question: Why spend 
money on educating Working Class 
children who will not be needed in the 
work force?

At the same time education, us-
ing public tax money, is a huge source 
of profits for the capitalists. Example: 
The state takeover of the Detroit Public 
Schools allowed the capitalists to fun-
nel $1.5 billion of voter-approved bond 
money into their pockets, without hav-
ing to worry about using the money to 
educate Working Class children. The 
Result was a $300,000,000 deficit and 
a newly state-appointed financial man-
ager who has closed dozens of schools, 
laid of thousands of teachers and other 
employees, including guidance coun-
selors, teacher consultants, and psyc-
lologists (the backbone of the public 
schools support system), while using 
some $20,000,000 in federal stimu-
lus money to hire private management 
companies to run many of the schools 
(contract schools).

AND NOW, to rub salt into the 
wound, they are trying to convince De-
troit’s Working Class voters to pass an-
other $500,000,000 bond proposal on 
November 3rd, to qualify for hundreds 
of millions of dollars of stimulus money 
that can only be used for rehabilitation 
and construction of schools.

Formula:  Starve the public schools 
for resources. Tout charter and contract 
schools as the savior of Working Class 
children’s education. Desperate parents, 
willing to try anything to obtain an edu-
cation for their children, abandon the 

public schools in droves, thus less mon-
ey is available to educate the children 
in public school, while our tax money 
is being diverted to these private and 
quazi-private schools, increasing the 
capitalists’ profits. And what happens to 
our children who, for many reasons are 
left behind in the public schools? Well 
too bad, you are not needed anyway for 
the shrinking work force. You are on 
your own.

Formula For A Solution – Basis for 
the collision between the Working Class 
and the Capitalist Class.

Nationalize public education – 
Equalize public school funding across 
the USA at a level that provides the 
necessary resources so that ALL of our 
Working Class children have an oppor-
tunity to become productive, thinking 
and happy in the pursuit of their dreams, 
whether it be in factory, as a scientist, an 
educator, a doctor, an artist, musician or 
a philosopher. Isn’t that what we want 
for our children? I say yes. Let’s fight 
for it individually, but more importantly 
collectively as the Working Class.

By RN Streets         

Paraplegia is paralysis of the lower extremities. So many young lives have been 
literally transformed by the bullet. Much of the time these young people are hos-
pitalized with major trauma and no health insurance. As a result, the surgical care 
provided is....substandard. When rehabilitation is provided, it, too, is substandard. 
The patient is often fitted with an incorrect/overweight wheel chair, and no en-
trance/exit ramp for home access. Then they are shipped home to be cared for by a 
parent who works, or by grandparents who are not vested and are untrained.

The disaster that ensues are major wound and bladder infections.
The ability to provide wound management is near impossible with elderly 
 caregivers and a depressed patient.
If you add into the equation Medicaid Managed Care, it is easy to understand 
 the depth of the crises. Death Sentence.

By Rev. Brice Wright        

Editor’s note:  As this edition of the People’s Tribune went to press, the St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., Chamber of Commerce was preparing to sponsor a “celebration of 
the legacy” of outgoing St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker. The Poor People’s Eco-
nomic Human Rights Campaign, the Refuge, St. Pete For Peace, members of the 
Homeless Community, and residents of St. Petersburg planned to protest and serve 
a free dinner at the “celebration.” The statement below is excerpted from a press 
release issued in advance of the protest.

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA – While the Chamber of Commerce gives 
awards to Mayor Baker and recognizes him for the supposed good things he has 

done for this community, we will look at his real legacy. Mayor Baker has been re-
sponsible for allowing this City to be labeled the 2nd meanest city in the country in 
its treatment of the homeless. He is responsible for ordering the horrendous attack 
on the Homeless community when the St. Pete Police department and city employ-
ees attacked a homeless encampment, slashing their tents and destroying their be-
longings. His Police force has been involved in the questionable shootings of Black 
Youth, including one in the back. He has overseen the elimination of public hous-
ing, including the Gram-Rogell Housing complex. He supported developers and 
big business to the detriment of small business owners. He has overseen the erosion 
and attempted elimination of Free Speech at Baywalk by supporting the privatiza-
tion of public sidewalks, and continues to make back door deals with developers 
and the city council. This is just a few of the things that represent his legacy.

Let Us Cut to the Chase On Public Education

Medicaid and Paraplegia: A Death Sentence

St. Petersburg Activists Say ‘Bon Voyage’ 
To Mayor Who Ordered Attack On Homeless

Education protest in Michigan.
PHOTO /DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM

NEWS BRIEFS



     www.peoplestribune.org   NOV-DEC 2009  PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 9

By Eric Sheptock      

On September 28, it was announced 
that the District of Columbia govern-
ment’s department of human services 
(DHS) would slash 30 percent from its 
$54-million annual budget for homeless 
services. The loss of $16 million almost 
resulted in the closure of six homeless 
shelters which serve a total of 1,900 
men, women, and children.

Catholic Charities is subcontracted 
under TCP (The Community Partnership 
for the Prevention of Homelessness) to 
provide the majority of the homeless 
services for Washington, DC. This en-
abled Catholic Charities to do a power 
play on the DC government. 

When they heard that the budgets for 
all DC homeless shelters would be cut, 
Catholic Charities said, “All or noth-
ing. If we can’t provide a robust array 
of services that include substance-abuse 
counseling, employment services, and 
life-skills training, then we’ll shut down 

operations altogether.”
Within three days, DC Mayor Adrian 

Fenty found $11 million to replenish the 
Homeless Services budget. It was actu-
ally the federal government that cut $11 
million from its Homeless Services bud-
get for DC. Thus, Fenty was replacing 
depleted federal funding with local dol-
lars. He is actually not the culprit this 
time around.

I commend Fenty for the funding to 
keep the shelters open, especially since 
the cold weather has begun to set in. I 
agree with other homeless people who 
believe that the DC government was ac-
tually scared of what would happen if 
the budget cuts hadn’t been restored. 

There was the distinct possibility of 
people (including small children) freez-
ing to death, which would have resulted 
in damaging the mayor’s political career. 
People aren’t likely to re-elect a mayor 
who allows hundreds of small children 
to be put out into the cold – and, God 
forbid, die out there.

As if that’s not enough, the home-
less discussed the prospect of breaking 
the law, as they would have gone into 
“survival mode.” They would have done 
anything to stay alive. 

There would have been people break-
ing into vacant apartments and condos. 
With no electrical power, they would 
have been setting fires in the ovens to 
stay warm. This would inevitably have 
led to a spike in arson cases.

The unrest of people just trying to 
survive for lack of shelter would have 
been too much for the mayor to contain. 
We, the homeless think he knew this and 
made the right choice.

We’ve already begun to prepare 
mentally for a new fight this spring. 
Besides, we don’t just want indefinite 
shelter, but rather solutions to homeless-
ness. The successful fight for shelter has 
only emboldened people to fight for real 
solutions to homelessness now.

Our victories include much more 
than the mere retention of shelter for the 

winter. We’ve taught the DC govern-
ment a valuable lesson as well. Coun-
cilman Wells, who is also the chairman 
for the Committee on Human Services, 
stated during the October 14 hearing that 
he now realizes that the baseline (mini-
mum) budget for Homeless Services is 
$50 million and that we should never try 
to go below that again. 

This speaks volumes to what the 
homeless and their advocates have been 
saying repeatedly for quite some time 
now – that, during hard economic times, 
we must preserve the social safety net. 
Let’s hope that the DC government re-
members this, as institutional memory 
is known to be quite bad.

For now the funding has been re-
stored, a councilman has stated a lesson 
learned, and the homeless have been 
emboldened to fight on. It’s a win, win, 
win situation.

By Joseph Peery      

Editor’s note: In September a group 
of physicians calling themselves the 
“Mad as Hell Doctors” left Oregon in 
a Care-A-Van, a motorcade headed for 
Washington D.C. to spread the message 
of the need for universal healthcare. 
They stopped in 40 cities holding press 
conferences, rallies, and meetings with 
congressmen and legislators. They re-
ceived lots of coverage in local and na-
tional media, but were denied a meeting 
with President Obama or anyone from 
the White House when they arrived in 
D.C. Below are excerpts from an inter-
view with Dr. Eugene Uphoff, an Ore-
gon family physician, recorded on their 
Chicago stop. It is the second of five 
interviews that will follow in upcoming 
editions of the People’s Tribune.

People’s Tribune: What stands in 
our way of getting health care for all 
Americans?

Dr. Eugene Uphoff: The biggest 
thing I think is Congress. It doesn’t have 
the courage to take the fact that 70% of 
Americans, and in fact a substantial ma-

jority of doctors, 59%, want to have a 
single payer system as well. It’s clear 
that Americans want to have a simple 
universal health care system that covers 
everybody.

PT: Then there must be a big force 
out there forcing congress to do some-
thing different.

EU: The forces against healthcare 
reform are bigger than you can imagine. 
According to a report published by the 
American Public Health Association 
Journal, there are 45,000 Americans 
who die each year because they are not 
insured. When you take on all the other 
factors like smoking and diabetes and 
alcoholism and health status and so on, 
and try to get equal populations, just the 
fact of not being insured for healthcare 
dramatically increases your chance of 
dying. Let’s imagine that we could have 
found the money to insure those 45,000 
people. That would cost $400 a month, 
roughly $3,000 a year for each one. So 
we multiplied that together and came up 
with $135,000,000 to save those 45,000 
lives. But the health insurance, or anti-
health insurance and pharmaceutical 
anti-reform lobbies are spending three 
times that amount to defeat health re-
form. So they would rather spend the 
money defeating health reform than 
cutting their profits and making it a low 
cost system that could actually care for 
everybody.

PT: How much profit is there in 
health insurance?

EU: There’s a lot of profit in the pri-

vate health insurance industry. Overall 
about $3 out of every $10 spent on health 
insurance premiums gets spent on prof-
its, overheads, CEO salaries, stock op-
tions and so on. The top insurance exec-
utives of the top ten private health plans 
make an average salary of $14,000,000 
a year. And that doesn’t count the stock 
options, which run somewhere around 
$10 or $30 Billion. So they’re making 
lots of money and their job is to make 
these companies profitable. Being prof-
itable is a good thing if you are a pri-
vate, for profit company, but it’s a ter-
rible way to decide who’s going to live 
and who’s going to die.

PT:  Many people are confused about 
needing health care and needing insur-

ance. They think it is the same money. 
What’s the difference?

EU: Health insurance is kind of like 
giving somebody a hunting license -- 
something that says “here’s your cer-
tificate, now good luck.” And when we 
have a fragmented system like we have, 
having insurance doesn’t mean you’ll 
necessarily get care. There’s a lot of 
people who have a very restricted panel 
of doctors or hospitals they can go to. 
If we had single payer everybody would 
be in, nobody out, you could go to any-
body you wanted to. If you wanted to 
see a dermatologist in Phoenix Arizona, 
you could go to Phoenix and do that and 
it would still be covered under a single 
payer plan.

Power Play
DC Homeless Get a Reprieve from the Mayor and Realize Their Power

MAD AS HELL DOCTORS TOUR (PART 2)

Mad As Hell Doctors Care-A-Van.

PHOTO /DONATED

About 200 people rallied in San Fran-
cisco where United HealthCare has 
clandestine offices, before moving 
on to Blue Shield of California, where 
people blocked the entrances, de-
laying workers coming to work and 
making a clear demand for insurance 
companies to get out of the way of 
health care. The protest was part of 
a national day of direct action against 
the insurance industry and in favor 
of a single-payer health care system, 
called by the Mobilization for Health 
Care for All (www.mobilizeforhealth-
care.org) and Healthcare-Now! (www.
healthcare-now.org).

PHOTO /AMANDA BLOOM
DIRECT ACTION fOR SINGLE PAYER



By Aaris A. Schroeder, Contributed By UBO Magazine   

He was only 21-years-old when he was shot by Chicago police on Dec 4, 1969 
along with Mark Clark, fellow Black Panther Chairman at 4:30 am, one of which 
was laying in bed, 99 shots were fired. Now, Fred Hampton’s son, Fred Hampton 
Jr., President of the P.O.C.C. [Prisoner of Conscious Committee], an organization 
that keeps the vision of the Black Panthers alive, is participating in a speaking tour 
Nov. 7-13, 2009 throughout  northern California in an effort to organize and edu-
cate.  

Fred Hampton and Mark Clark’s deaths went to court where a federal jury found 
that the raid on the apartment was not planned or executed professionally. There 
were four criminal counts, 12 deaths, four injuries.  There was no physical evidence 
or discrepancies in the officer’s accounts proving, according to the courts, that the 
case was insufficient to charge probable cause for the responsibility of deaths to the 
occupant’s civil rights.  No one even brought up that usually in a case of a raid you 
spray tear gas not bullets first.    

Fred Hampton’s mother, who was there, was quoted saying, “They kept on 
shooting” and that the officers said aloud, “He is good and dead now.”

“[I] took some time to myself and so did many others to be able to articulate and 
come to grips with what occurred with the U.S. government [and] the attacks on the 
Black Panther movement,” says Hampton Jr. who goes on to state, “The govern-
ment validates the way they were.”

With all of the evidence or lack there of, 
one would think that this trial would end 
quickly in the police losing their badges 
and being arrested for murdering civilians 
against their civil rights or that it would 
continue until true justice prevailed,  yet 
the ‘60s were a different time and although 
times have changed, in today’s America, it 
isn’t just because people suddenly realized 
how to treat people but organizations like 
the P.O.C.C. who are actively working on 
maintaining black and other communities 
civil rights. Citizens need to become pro-
active in these types of community-driven 
activism groups.  

“This [tour isn’t] abstract nostalgia.  It will be detailed about the continuous at-
tacks that we are going through.  There are still attempts through this government 
to water down this legacy of Chairman Fred Hampton and the Black Panther Party.  
P.O.C.C., [is the] official legacy carriers of the Black Panther Party.  It is a tough act 
to follow but we try our best,” says Hampton Jr.  

For more info see box on this page or see information below:
www.myspace.com/free_em_all  or contact BlockReportRadio@gmail.com
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At Hip Hop Chess Federation Event in San Francisco,CA. with
Brown Berets, Davey D, Pop Master Fable of Zulu Nation.
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Flyer for tour.
PHOTO /P.O.C.C.

Fred Hampton Jr. Speaking Tour About P.O.C.C., Black Panthers & Fred Hampton Senior
“You Can Kill a Revolutionary But You Can’t Kill a Revolution”

FRED HAMPTON JR. SPEAKING TOUR
Nov. 7-13, 2009 throughout  Northern California

Today Fred Hampton Jr.’s Speaking Tour is proving just as rel-
evant as it would’ve been in the 60’s with issues around the country 
such as the New Years 2009, cold blooded murder of 22-year-old 
Oscar Grant by BART Police Officer Johannes Mehserle in Oak-
land, CA. Despite video footage, protests, and despicable behav-
ior from some of the testifying officers involved, they have granted 
Mehserle bail, a change of venue, and are yet to charge him or any 
of the other cops with a hate crime. In Seattle there was the arrest 
of Wyking Allah, organizer for UPC, during the opening of the Urban 
League Village which he helped build. Wyking spoke out challeng-
ing the motives of UL stating that building expensive condominiums 
(instead of a youth center that was originally discussed) is not what 
the community needs. He was arrested and charged with Criminal 
Trespassing, Resisting Arrest, and Disorderly Conduct for speak-
ing out during the opening ceremony. Wyking’s trial ended Friday 
Oct 30th with a hung jury due to trumped up charges. Wednesday, 
October 28, Luqman Ameen Abdullah, imam of the Masjid Al-Haqq 
mosque in Detroit was gunned down by FBI agents after being ac-
cused along with 11 of his associates of crimes ranging from con-
spiracy, receipt of stolen goods, and firearms offenses. Many feel 
this is an attempt to paint him as a terrorist because of his views 
on American politics and his Muslim faith. A journalist/reporter, also 
one of the P.O.C.C’s own JR the minister of Information was tack-
led, and arrested at a protest in support of Oscar Grant and charged 
with Felony Arson while doing his job reporting for S.F Bayview. 
His next court date will take place Dec 7, 2009 in Oakland, CA 
       — DLabrie

Hip Hop Congress (HHC) has partnered 
with the People’s Tribune to connect Hip 
Hop and other cultural movements to the 
practical struggles engaged all over the 
U.S. For more information on how you can 
get involved, please visit www.hiphopcon-
gress.com.

— DLabrie,  Page Editor
dlabrozia2005@yahoo.com

“I first met Fred Hampton Jr. at a show 
I did with political MC Immortal Tech-
nique in Watsonville, CA, and I felt that 
he was showing his solidarity with the 
people and connecting the dots from 
then to now.” 

– DLabrie 

very popular amongst rappers. Chairman 
fred believes that Hip Hop is very valu-
able to the movement, because it has the 
ears of the youth but also feels we have 
to be careful who’s controlling the content, 
the people or the corporations. He often 
speaks at Hip Hop shows and is affiliated 
with independent stations like Block Re-
port Radio which is run by JR. 

“Fred Hampton Sr. combined intelli-
gence, fearlessness, he was affective 
during his time, and he made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. In 1969, in my case,  it 
would have been 5 KKK officers, in 
2009 I got 5 Black cops lying on the 
stand. Now it’s even more complicated 
because it’s deeper than race. To con-
tinue that legacy is necessary.” 

– Wyking Allah



New Angels
Please forward my mail to New Orleans, Atlantic
I mean
New Atlantis, Louisiana
I mean
That graveyard we abandoned where survivors were 
left to scavenge for scraps in the aftermath of levee 
damage
But 3 years later we pull 700 billion out of our 
asses
I wanna learn government magic
How to turn streetcars into surfboards
How to bury every dream in the muddy streets of 
the 9th ward
How to steal from people so poor they couldn’t even 
afford to evacuate when they were WARNED about 
the storm
Tell me
Is it still wrong to bite the hand that feeds me if that 
hand forces bullshit down my umbilical chord

All over the world, children were being born into 
snow globes of hope
While others were dying in the Super Dome but 
that’s not what they showed
I was told THOSE people murdered and stole
When the truth was my fellow kings and queens 
were using their thrones as boats to float above the 
city they called home
And I learned that the hard way
Riding the metaphorical waves of a poet that drank 
that rain
I think I finally went sane at the front doors of 
Tulane
I’ll take the 504 over the 405 any day
So I’m leaving LA the city for LA the state
Goodbye, Angels
Hello, Saints

— CeCe CuzaHoward
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SCRAPS
The working man
Lends body, energy and time
For the comfort of another class.
Cities pieced together gradually
And maintained by the hour
For another’s gratification.

For basic survival.
Such are the lives of trade-unionists,
Service workers

And souls with far less.

Buses scoured of stickers and graffiti
From front to back.
Brooms sweep city streets of debris.
Bags of rubbish hauled off from hospital bins,
Disposed of with the quickness.
Thankless tasks any other worker would refuse
Carried out

For scraps
Flung from the table of “Human Services”.

The desperate
Would fight the desperate tooth and claw
Over scraps
If their pockets
And stomachs stay empty.

Why subsist on scraps
When a full dinner plate is more tantalizing
And worth fighting for?
_____________________
W: 6.25.09
For Larry Lattimore — 1951-2009,
of P.O.W.E.R./S.F. Living Wage Coalition

— Dee Allen
Poor Magazine

SAFE GROUND
On July 1, 2009, a group of homeless campers and sup-
porters began to resist Sacramento’s arrests of home-
less people for sleeping anywhere, whether camping 
on private ground with the consent of the owner, or 
on public property. The City cannot enforce this ordi-
nance. It makes no sense.

The dusk feels reluctant, this evening in August
six o’clock at the campsite sifts down like dust

and the long distance buses of the Amador line 
rumble to the cement barn that is their home.

We hear a night freight cross the steep embankment
at the end of the street, each metal panel

each steel coupling & wheel grinding & abrading
while the drowsy voices of homeless campers

talk about arrests & what the police are likely to do
whether they’ll break down the tents or not:

“you will be handcuffed for your own protection.”
We discuss the holding cells, the separation

relaxed in our borrowed chairs under the sumac trees 
that found this unwanted ground, fast growing

their leaves like fronds offering free shade
to anyone below.

Before dawn they raided.
They took everyone & all the signs of their life. 

— Cathleen Williams

Cathleen Williams is active in the struggle against 
homelessness and she is a member of the Revolution-
ary Poets Brigade 

Photos are from Safe Ground, a homeless en-
campment in Sacramento, California. From left to 
right: Safe Ground demonstration at city hall; po-
lice carting off homeless people’s belongings in 
truck; police at the camp.

PHOTO /SHOC

POETRY



By Dorothy Pinkney  

    The real question to make good to the 
people of Benton Harbor is the prom-
ise of the Constitution. Slavery in this 
country was original sin. It infected the 
Constitution at its conception. It took 
more than 75 years after the Constitu-
tion was adopted and a bloody civil war, 
before civil rights was added to the Bill 
of Rights. It would take another hundred 
years after that before laws were passed 
outlawing racial discrimination in em-
ployment, housing, education and vot-
ing.
     The promise of fair and equal treat-
ment for Black people remains frus-
tratingly elusive in the city of Benton 
Harbor, Michigan, expecially in Berrien 
County. Our schools are segregated and 
profoundly unequal, more than before 
the U.S. Supreme Court 1954 decision 
in Brown versus the Board of Educa-
tion. Equal, adequate, public education 
is far from a reality in Benton Harbor. 
The city has substantially fewer resourc-
es than white schools in every area from 
teacher qualification to money spent 
on school books. This is because of the 
inequality in school funding, which is 
based on property taxes. The federal 
government must provide equal funding 
for every child.
     As far as the so called “war on drugs” 
in Benton Harbor, police officer Andrew 
Collins and Berrien County prosecutors 
knew drugs were being planted on Ben-
ton Harbor residents. Over one hundred 

people were sent to jail or prison be-
cause of this.The war on crime dispro-
portionately targets Black men and one-
third of all Black men in their twenties 
are either behind bars or on parole in the 
city of Benton Harbor  because of the 
corruption in the Berrien County court 
system.
     On highways and in neighborhoods 
in the city of Benton Harbor people are 
regularly subjected to stop and search 
procedures based on racially biased 
drug courier profiles for just being 
black. Frederick Douglas’s question of 
making good the promise of the Consti-
tution must be answered with a resound-
ing yes! By any means necessary, for all 
of our people. So you must keep your 
mind on your freedom and freedom on 
your mind.      

Interview with  
Belinda Brown

Editor’s Note: Belinda Brown is 
a leader in the struggle for a just 
Benton Harbor. She was interviewed 
by Joseph Peery of the People’s 
Tribune.

PT: Talk about your fight with the 
corporations as a business owner.
 
Belinda Brown: I originally started 
my business in the early 90s before I 
was awakened to what was really go-
ing on. I was on a pursuit to incubate 
other businesses for the community. But 
I came to find out that the Chamber of 
Commerce is tied into Whirlpool; it was 
called Cornerstone Alliance at that time.  
I gave them my business plan to bring 
jobs to the community. Disturbingly, I 
soon found out that all businesses that 
take their business to Cornerstone Alli-
ance are automatically sabatoged. This 
happened to me and to friends of mine. 
Whatever anybody tried to do that didn’t 
fit into their plan of their 25-year take 
over of Benton Harbor is automatically 

sabotaged. There’s no way to compete 
with these corporations. You are going 
to get kicked to the curb. If you don’t fit 
into their plan, you’re going to fail. 

PT: Could you talk about how to get 
youth involved in the struggle?

BB: We’re excited. We feel that our new 
Benton Harbor chapter of the NAACP 
is going to make a great impact on our 
young people. Pastor Pinkney is the 
President and he is a fighter. He is going 
to make something happen with the sit-
uation we’re facing. We’re focusing on 
the education issue and trying to get our 
young people involved to be a powerful 
movement to take back our city. We feel 
that we have had enough. It’s not too 
late and if we work hard and expose to 
the world what happens when you rise 
up and take a stand against the forces 
that be, no matter how powerful they 
are, we can win. Our young people are 
excited about this. 

PT: What kind of a new America, new 
Benton Harbor, could we have?

BB: Now that the young people have 
educated themselves to what happened 
and how it happened, the fight is on. I 
mean the fight to change this world in 
regard to how people are treated. Young 
people hate that they are subject to this 
type of struggle in this century. They 
looked at the conditions that their par-
ents suffer from because of this planned 
take over of Benton Harbor by the cor-
porations so they are looking for op-
portunities to keep it from happening to 
anybody. Because they had to experi-
ence this, they can be a model to help 
educate. This generation is fearless and 
ready for something different.This is 
what is going to be needed to see a new 
America. They are saying we’re going 
to make something better happen.

DONATE TO BENTON HARBOR 
VICTORY
 
Rev. Pinkney was released from tether in 
an Appellate Court victory. But he still 
must pay court costs, aimed at breaking 
a defendant, in the amount of $6,405. 
Send donations to BANCO, 1940 Union 
St., Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

FIGHTING THE  
CORPORATIONS  

IN AMERICA’S 
SMALL TOWNS

     A new pamphlet pub-
lished by the People’s 
Tribune discusses the 

victories and next steps in the struggle 
against the corporations in Benton Har-
bor. A battle has been won, and this 
should be celebrated, but there is still a 
war going on. Will America have pros-
perity and democracy, or live in poverty 
under the heel of open corporate power? 
Will the American people move to take 
over the corporations before they take 
over society?  Place your orders now. 
Send $3 for each pamphlet or order 10 
for  $20 to People’s Tribune, PO Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 
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YOU NEED TO SUBSCRIBE  
TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE!

This is the newspaper that everyone is talking 
about… it consistently brought the Pinkney case 
forward. If you are about truth and justice, then this 
is the paper you need to read. The People’s Tribune 
is the voice of the people, a beacon of light, pointing 
the way forward. Its pages are open to the fighters 
for a just America. Send a $20 donation for a one 
year subscription via paypal at peoplestribune.org 
or to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 
60654-3524.

WE NEED JUSTICE IN BENTON HARBOR

Rev. Edward Pinkney.
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Golf Course Development, Benton 
Harbor.
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